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Building blocks for critique 

CRITIQUE BUILDING BLOCKS: THE CRITIQUE NOTEBOOK 
 DEFINITION:  A notebook dedicated to critique notes that the student brings to every 

class. Instructors may collect and comment in them from time to time. 

RATIONALE: Provides documentation of the student’s process and growth that the 
instructor can observe and evaluate if necessary. Reinforces for students the idea that 
information and feedback in the critique needs to be incorporated into subsequent 
revisions of a project or subsequent assignments.  

FORMAT: Instructor should provide the format.  Choose some of the following headings 
to suggest to your students: 

   Things done well      New lessons (from listening to others’ critiques) 

   Things to improve    Which comments did/didn’t I incorporate and why? 

   Quickwriite             Criteria list 

THE QUICKWRITE: The quickwrite is a 3-10 minute time slot, usually right after the 
critique when students write silently on a question from the teacher. The question should 
help students synthesize information and feedback from a particular lesson.   

VARIATIONS: Student gives his notebook to another student to take notes during his 
own critique. 

POSSIBLE QUICKWRITE QUESTIONS:  

• What are the most important things you learned from today’s critique? (Esp. good 
for when students have been listening to others’ critiques.) 

• In what area have you improved the most since the beginning of the semester? 

• What is the most frustrating aspect of the work you are doing for this course right 
now? 

 

Assignment:  Film Poster 
 
good   
Image conveys film theme 
Type—almost right.  Keep serif 
Title – good size 
Bkgrnd color-- good 
improvements 
-Focal point not clear 
-Yellow draws too much att’n—mute it 
-Static composition—not appropriate for 
an” edgy” film 

 
Quickwrite 
What changes am I going to make 
based on today’s feedback? 
I think I need to rework the layout to 
make a more dynamic composition and 
clearer focal point.  Most people didn’t see 
the image first , so I have to fix that. And 
it seems like the composition is still too 
centered on the page.  I also need to look at 
a slightly different typeface—still serif, 
but not the overused New York font. 

 
Sara—I completely agree with your observations.  

You are addressing the bigger issues like 

composition first which is good. Remember that 

the bright yellow was also contributing to the focal 

point issues. You are far enough along that you 

can start looking at type as well, even though we 

haven’talked much about it in class  Keep up the 

good work. 

Teacher Joey 


